
SJSU MST Program News  

Welcome new faculty members, Fred Foldvary and Matthew Haag 

 

Fred Foldvary, PhD—Adjunct Faculty SJSU Economics Department 

Fred E. Foldvary received his B.A. in economics from the University of California at Berke-

ley, and his M.A. and Ph.D. in economics from George Mason University. He has taught 

economics at the Latvian University of Agriculture, Virginia Tech, John F. Kennedy Univer-

sity, California State University East Bay, the University of California at Berkeley Exten-

sion, Santa Clara University, and currently at San Jose State University. 

Foldvary is the author of The Soul of Liberty, Public Goods and Private Communi-

ties, Dictionary of Free Market Economics . He edited and contributed to Beyond Neoclas-

sical Economics and, with Dan Klein, The Half-Life of Policy Rationales. Foldvary's areas of research include 

public finance, governance, ethical philosophy, and land economics. 

Foldvary will be co-teaching BUS 223H: Tax Policy Capstone. 

 

Matthew Haag, PhD—Director, PwC  

Matthew Haag is Director of Tax for Transfer Pricing with PwC in San Jose. He pre-

viously was a senior instructor at the University of Warwick in Coventry, UK.  He 

earned a PhD in economics from Georgetown, as well as his MA in economics. He 

has two undergraduate degrees from UC Berkeley, in economics and applied 

mathematics. At PwC, Matthew is involved with ASC 740 reviews, due diligence, 

cost allocation projects, audits, private letter ruling requests and Advance Pricing 

Agreements. He is the firm’s national coordinator for the U.S. National Economics 

Team. Haag will be co-teaching BUS 225U: Fundamentals of Transfer Pricing.  
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N E W  F AC U LT Y  

Spring 2016  

Scheduled Conferences 

• IRS-SJSU Small Business Tax 

Institute—June 22, 2016 in 

Santa Clara 

• TEI-SJSU Tax Policy Confer-

ence —August 2, 2016 in 

Santa Clara 

• 32nd Annual TEI-SJSU High 

Tech Tax Institute—Nov. 7 & 

8, 2016 in Palo Alto 

For more information, visit  

www.tax-institute.com 

http://goo.gl/AisH7f 

@sjsutax 

Continued on Page 2 

http://www.sjsu.edu/lucasgsb/  

Connect with us: 

http://www.sjsu.edu/lucasgsb/prog

rams/mst/prospective/index.html 

Prospective Students 

 

 

Individuals eligible to enroll in 

the MST  Program or who already 

have an MST may take courses via 

Open University.  

To learn more, visit:  

http://tinyurl.com/sjsumstopenu 

  

 

TEI -SJSU Tax Policy Conference 

"Tax Reform: Getting Ready for Action in 2017" 

Tuesday, August 2, 2016  

Santa Clara, CA 

O U T S T A N D I N G  S T U D E N T  
Congratulations to Mengting Li, who was selected as the Outstanding MST graduate for Spring 2016. Meng-

ting will be recognized at the Lucas College and Graduate School of Business convocation ceremony 

on Friday, May 27 at the SJSU Event Center. Mengting has accepted a position with Ernst & Young in the Tax 

Diversified Staff Group at the San Jose office. 

 

“Through the MST program, I was granted the opportunity to learn from experts in both 

academia and industry. It provided me with broad exposure to many topics within taxation 

and offered different perspectives on policy theory versus real world practice. The most 

valuable experience for me was that from the ample interactions with faculty and peers 

both in and outside of the classrooms, we formed lasting relationships and their tremen-

dous support guided me throughout the program to build up more confidence as well as 

improve my intellectual thought process. “ 

4th Annual IRS-SJSU Small Business Tax Institute 

"Navigating Taxes With New Economy Clients" 

Wednesday, June 22, 2016  

Santa Clara, CA 

http://www.sjsu.edu/taxinstitute/ 
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MST students and alums: Have news to 

share with others? Please send details to  

catherine.dougherty@sjsu.edu.  

F AC U LT Y  N E W S  
Joel Busch, MST faculty, serves on the CalCPA’s Committee on Taxation. One of the numerous tax legislation and policy matters that the 

Committee undertakes throughout the year is tracking and communicating with legislators and the Franchise Tax Board surrounding 

California tax legislation. One of the legislative and enforcement fronts that the Committee has been working on is the California tax 

return due date impacts from the recently enacted changes at the Federal level for many types of tax returns starting in the 2016 tax 

year. There is pending California legislation (Assembly Bill  1775) which would generally conform the California due date changes for 

partnerships and C corporations, among other taxpayers, to that at the Federal level. Information obtained from the Committee is uti-

lized in courses taught in the MST program.  

 

MST Director Annette Nellen will be presenting on Post-DOMA Tax Considerations at the AICPA Conference on Tax Strategies for the 

High-Income Individual on May 25 in Las Vegas.  She will also be presenting on New and Used Ideas for State Tax Systems at the 49th 

Annual Conference of the Multistate Tax Commission on July 27 in Kansas City.  Beginning October 2016, Professor Nellen will become 

the Chair of the AICPA Tax Executive Committee and serve a two-year term . 

S C H O L A R S H I P S   
Congratulations to the following MST students who received scholarships from various organizations:  

 Shilpa Balnadu: Silicon Valley Chapter of AFWA 

 Shayan Khales: TEI Silicon Valley Chapter and Ronald and Patricia VandenBerghe Family Scholarship 

 Fei Chen: TEI Silicon Valley Chapter 

 Phuong Ly: Silicon Valley Tax Directors Group, Silicon Valley Chapter of AFWA 

 Mengting Li: Lam Research Scholarship  

TEI event on April 21 

(L-R): Ira Cook – Head of Worldwide Tax for SMART Modular Technol-

ogies; Director of Silicon Valley TEI Chapter, Fei Chen – MST student, 

Shayan Khales – MST student, Annette Nellen – MST Director 

Silicon Valley Tax Directors Group on April 29 at Google's offices in 

Sunnyvale.  

(L-R): Annette Nellen – MST Director, Brian Go – MS Accountancy stu-

dent, Don Rath – VP Tax at Synopsys, Inc. , Phuong Ly – MST Student 

M S T P R O G R A M  N E W S   
The MST Program has seen an increase in the number of full-time students in recent years primarily due to the 150-unit requirement 

to become a CPA in California. Enrollment has been at 120 students for the past several years. In spring 2016, the program added a 

course, Accounting Ethics, which counts as a required ethics course students must take to become a CPA after 2016. In addition to 

regular studies, students have opportunities to attend TEI and CalCPA Tax Section events, present financial literacy topics to the pub-

lic, hone their writing skills at the SJSU Writing Center, join Beta Alpha Psi, write for the program’s online journal (The Contemporary 

Tax Journal), participate in MST-sponsored interview workshops and mock interviews, and attend conferences co-sponsored by the 

MST Program.  In fall 2016, the MST Program expects to launch four new certificate programs that each require nine units. Three are 

advanced certificates, including one in international taxation, available to students who already have an MST degree. The other certifi-

cate is for a student with an undergraduate degree in accounting (or equivalent) who is eligible to be admitted to the MST Program but 

initially seeks study in tax research and two electives (these nine units count towards an MST degree that can be completed within 

seven years). Watch for news on our website - http://www.sjsu.edu/lucasgsb/programs/mst/current/index.html.  
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